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BATTLE OF PRESTONPANS ARCHAEOLOGY REVELATION
A report released today (Tuesday 20 April) reveals that the famous 1745 Battle of Prestonpans actually took place 500 metres further east than previously thought.

The project, funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and the Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust, has seen a team from Glasgow University’s Centre for Battlefield Archaeology (GUARD) working in the area over the last 18 months.  
They now firmly believe that the main area of attack happened, not on land south of Cockenzie Power Station as previously thought, but further east towards Seton, on fields owned by farmer Alistair Robertson.
Dr Tony Pollard, who led the Glasgow University team  and is one of the world’s foremost battlefield archaeologists, said: “The project’s findings are very exciting indeed and really challenge our assumptions of where the battle took place. 
“The amount of musket balls, grape shot and pistol balls found in the fields of Seton East Farm show, beyond reasonable doubt, that the maps we have relied on in the past were wrong.
“Although this was a very well documented battle, with lots of eye-witness accounts, it was also very brutal and over quite quickly.  It now seems that in the excitement some of the witnesses got it wrong.”
This survey also broke new ground in its close co-operation with amateur metal detector groups.  Dr Pollard paid tribute to the volunteer groups involved, saying: “The help we received from the Scottish Artefact Recovery Group and the Scottish Detector Club contributed significantly to the project and an analysis of the artefacts they unearthed at Seton East has been instrumental in our re-thinking the battle’s location.”
Mr Robertson has owned the land at Seton East Farm for 17 years.  He and his son were part of the metal detecting team involved in the survey.
“We knew that the Highlanders were thought to have lined up along the western part of my fields before the battle,” he said, “but we had no idea that the main part of the attack actually took place here. 
“It is exciting to think that it was across our fields that the famous Highland charge took place and here that the main part of the battle was fought.  It certainly helps bring history to life and I would be more than happy to see further studies in the future to see what else can be uncovered.”

For the Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust, the report comes at a vital stage in its campaign to safeguard the site and create a fitting interpretation centre.

Historic Scotland is in the process of compiling an inventory of significant battlefields in Scotland.  This inventory will provide the first degree of protection for important battlefields, many of which have been destroyed by development over the last century.
Dr Gordon Prestoungrange, chairman of the Battle Trust, explained: “These findings will help define the area included as significant to the Battle of Prestonpans in the inventory and will mean that it is protected for future generations.

“This battle was one of the most important in Scottish history and has the potential to draw many thousands of visitors to this part of East Lothian.
“We want to safeguard it for the nation and provide interpretation to inform and educate.  Now we have a definite idea of where the battle actually took place we can be confident that we will be telling the story as it actually was.”

GUARD’s full project report is available online at http://www.battleofprestonpans1745.org/heritagetrust/html/documents/2815finalreport_26Jan10_.pdf   

Ends
Note to editors:

The Battle of Prestonpans was the highlight of Bonnie Prince Charlie and his Jacobite army’s campaign.  Having landed on Eriskay in July, the Prince gathered his army and marched to Edinburgh, conquering the city with ease.  On 21 September he met General Cope and the Hanoverian army of George II In the early hours.  His army used their fearsome Highland charge to terrify and easily overrun their enemy.
The overwhelming victory gave the Prince and his followers the hope and ambition to march on London a few weeks later to claim both the English and Scottish crowns.
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