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TRUST COMMISSIONS NEW ICONIC PORTAIT OF PRINCE CHARLIE

A new portrait of Bonnie Prince Charlie was unveiled today which its backers hope will become nationally known as the face of the Prince. 

Painted by Edinburgh artist Kate Hunter, the portrait was commissioned by the Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust.  

It was among many heritage-based organisations affected earlier this year when the National Galleries of Scotland conceded that its famous pastel portrait of the Prince by Maurice Quentin La Tour was probably actually of his brother, Prince Henry Benedict. 

The admission came after two years of controversy following the discovery of a copy of the painting in London which was labelled “Portrait of a Cardinal”.

After a thorough search of existing images, the Battle Trust, which had used the La Tour portrait extensively on promotional literature, concluded that none portrayed the Prince as the hero he was to his supporters or was as identifiable.

Now the Trust believes it has come up with a solution to the problem by commissioning its own portrait, based on historical evidence, but retaining the characteristics and clear family resemblance between the Prince and his brother. 

Dr Gordon Prestoungrange, chairman of the Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust, explained: “Some say the Prince Kate Hunter captures has an almost uncanny resemblance to his brother Henry - but that's hardly surprising really since they were brothers. 

“The Prince is a hugely important figure in Scottish history and its important that we have a recognizable image of him to show the world.  We certainly intend to use this image from now on, and we’re happy for anyone else who wants to adopt it to do so.  We only ask that they credit the Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust.”

Nicola Kalinsky, chief curator and deputy director of the Scottish National Portrait Gallery, commented: “Kate has produced a contemporary and imaginative portrait of Charles which convincingly conveys the dignity of the Stuart face.  It’s a real success, and will work as a very powerful and recognisable image.”

Ends

Note to editors:

Image of the new portrait is attached.  Photo: Tony Marsh
Caption: Bonnie Prince Charlie, aka, Arran Johnston, a trustee of the Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust, seems well pleased with his new portrait by Edinburgh-based artist Kate Hunter.  It was commissioned by the Battle Trust as a replacement 'iconic' image of the Prince, following the National Gallery of Scotland's admission that their much-used portrait by Maurice Quentin La Tour was most likely not of him, but of his younger brother Henry.
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